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GRAIN SIZE – HOW BIG ARE THE SAND GRAINS? 
  

Using the diagrams below, estimate the general size categories of your sample. For example, you 
may observe a sample that has 50% size 6, 40% size 3, and 10% size 1. Any particles from 
0.06mm to 2.0mm are considered to be sand. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Particles larger than size 5 are considered gravel. 

 
 

 
 

Using your sample, estimate the percentage of each grain size and enter it in the boxes 
below. 

 
Size: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
%         
 

 
The New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium (NJSGC) is an affiliation of colleges, universities and other 
groups dedicated to advancing knowledge and stewardship of New Jersey’s marine and coastal 
environment.  NJSGC meets its mission through its innovative research, education and outreach 
programs. For more information about NJSGC, visit njseagrant.org. 
 


